[Study by NMR and circular dichroism of synthetic "zinc finger" peptide of viral Gag protein from HIV-2].
We report the synthesis in solid phase of an 18-amino acid peptide that contains the cysteine-rich region of the structural Gag protein of HIV-2. The characterization of this fragment and of its interaction with Zn2+ has been made by one- (1 D) and two-dimensional (2D) NMR techniques and by circular dichroism. Our results suggest that in aqueous solution the complexation produces a significant perturbation in the conformation of this peptide.